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as cover the Naga village which lay between
our grounds and the river. This was a
clever move on their part, and it was
some time before the troops could drive
them back, as most of our men were en-
gaged in holding the posts inside the
palace captured early in the morning, and
this left only a small guard for the Residency,
treasury offices, and Sepoys1 camp. Eventu-
ally our party set fire to the Naga village,
and drove the Manipuris out. Bullets had
made their way through the window-panes
and doors of the dining-room, and had
smashed some of the breakfast-things and
the glass on the sideboard. It was difficult
to find out the most secure place in the
house, as the firing was hot in the front of
the Residency by this time, and the walls,
being only lath and plaster, were little or
no protection.

My husband suggested my descending to
the cellars, which were under the house and
built of stone ; but I did not like the idea, and